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Annotated Bibliography: Corrupt Adult Authority in Young Adult Science Fiction and
Fantasy

Science Fiction and Fantasy for Young Adults naturally has a focus on young
adult characters and often that focus puts them in a world where most adults and
people in authority are the enemies. Often, in these stories it is up to the young
adults to counter and fight against a corrupt authority that has all of the power.
Sometimes the corrupt authority is on a smaller familial scale and sometimes it is on
a large government scale.

[ chose to do an annotated bibliography because Young Adult Science Fiction
and Fantasy is a genre that [ really like and feel passionate about and have a lot of
familiarity with. I chose this theme because it puts responsibility on a younger
generation. In these books it is up to young adults to change the world and save
their future.

Annotated Bibliography
Pullman, Philip. The Golden Compass. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1996. Print.

“Here lives an orphaned ward named Lyra Belacqua, whose carefree life

among the scholars at Oxford's Jordan College is shattered by the arrival of

two powerful visitors. First, her fearsome uncle, Lord Asriel, appears with

evidence of mystery and danger in the far North, including photographs of a

mysterious celestial phenomenon called Dust and the dim outline of a city

suspended in the Aurora Borealis that he suspects is part of an alternate



universe. He leaves Lyra in the care of Mrs. Coulter, an enigmatic scholar and
explorer who offers to give Lyra the attention her uncle has long refused her.
In this multilayered narrative, however,nothing is as it seems. Lyra sets out
for the top of the world in search of her kidnapped playmate, Roger, bearing
a rare truth-telling instrument, the compass of the title. All around her
children are disappearing—victims of so-called "Gobblers"—and being used
as subjects in terrible experiments that separate humans from their
daemons, creatures that reflect each person's inner being. And somehow,
both Lord Asriel and Mrs. Coulter are involved.” (summary from
www.goodreads.com)

Pullman, Philip. The Subtle Knife. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1997. Print.
“Having slipped through a newly formed astral portal, the intrepid Lyra finds
herself in the beautiful, haunted world of Citta gazze--a city where soul-
eating Specters stalk the streets and the wingbeats of distant angels sound
against the sky. But she is not without allies. For young Will Parry, in search
of his father, has also stumbled into this strange new realm via a magic
gateway.
Together the enlightened pair forge ahead on a perilous journey between
worlds teeming with witches, angels, and sorcery--and uncover a deadly
secret: an object of extraordinary and devastating power. But with every
step, they move closer to an even greater threat--and the shattering truth of
their own destiny.” (summary from www.goodreads.com)

Pullman, Philip. The Amber Spyglass. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2003. Print.



“In the astonishing finale to the His Dark Materials trilogy, Lyra and Will are
in unspeakable danger. With help from Iorek Byrnison the armored bear and
two tiny Gallivespian spies, they must journey to a dank and gray-lit world
where no living soul has ever gone. All the while, Dr. Mary Malone builds a
magnificent Amber Spyglass. An assassin hunts her down, and Lord Asriel,
with a troop of shining angels, fights his mighty rebellion, in a battle of
strange allies—and shocking sacrifice.
As war rages and Dust drains from the sky, the fate of the living—and the
dead—finally comes to depend on two children and the simple truth of one
simple story.” (summary from www.goodreads.com)

Ness, Patrick. The Knife of Never Letting Go. Massachusetts: Candlewick Press, 2009.
Print.
“Prentisstown isn't like other towns. Everyone can hear everyone else's
thoughts in an overwhelming, never-ending stream of Noise. Just a month
away from the birthday that will make him a man, Todd and his dog,
Manchee -- whose thoughts Todd can hear too, whether he wants to or not --
stumble upon an area of complete silence. They find that in a town where
privacy is impossible, something terrible has been hidden -- a secret so awful
that Todd and Manchee must run for their lives.
But how do you escape when your pursuers can hear your every thought?”
(summary from www.goodreads.com)

Ness, Patrick. The Ask and the Answer. Massachusetts: Candlewick Press, 2010. Print.



“We were in the square, in the square where I'd run, holding her, carrying
her, telling her to stay alive, stay alive till we got safe, till we got to Haven so |
could save her - But there weren't no safety, no safety at all, there was just
him and his men...

Fleeing before a relentless army, Todd has carried a desperately wounded
Viola right into the hands of their worst enemy, Mayor Prentiss. Immediately
separated from Viola and imprisoned, Todd is forced to learn the ways of the
Mayor's new order. But what secrets are hiding just outside of town? And
where is Viola? Is she even still alive? And who are the mysterious Answer?
And then, one day, the bombs begin to explode...” (summary from
www.goodreads.com)

Ness, Patrick. Monsters of Men. Massachusetts: Candlewick Press, 2011. Print.
"War," says the Mayor. "At last." Three armies march on New Prentisstown,
each one intent on destroying the others. Todd and Viola are caught in the
middle, with no chance of escape. As the battles commence, how can they
hope to stop the fighting? How can there ever be peace when they're so
hopelessly outnumbered? And if war makes monsters of men, what terrible
choices await? But then a third voice breaks into the battle, one bent on
revenge - the electrifying finale to the award-winning "Chaos Walking"
trilogy, Monsters of Men is a heart-stopping novel about power, survival, and
the devastating realities of war.” (summary from www.goodreads.com)

Gaiman, Neil. Coraline. New York: Harper, 2002. Print.



“Coraline's often wondered what's behind the locked door in the drawing
room. It reveals only a brick wall when she finally opens it, but when she
tries again later, a passageway mysteriously appears. Coraline is surprised to
find a flat decorated exactly like her own, but strangely different. And when
she finds her "other" parents in this alternate world, they are much more
interesting despite their creepy black button eyes. When they make it clear,
however, that they want to make her theirs forever, Coraline begins a
nightmarish game to rescue her real parents and three children imprisoned
in a mirror. With only a bored-through stone and an aloof cat to help,
Coraline confronts this harrowing task of escaping these monstrous
creatures.” (summary from www.goodreads.com)

Rowling, ].K. Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix. New York: Scholastic, 2003.
Print.
“Harry Potter is due to start his fifth year at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft
and Wizardry. His best friends Ron and Hermione have been very secretive
all summer and he is desperate to get back to school and find out what has
been going on. However, what Harry discovers is far more devastating than
he could ever have expected...” (summary from www.goodreads.com)

Shusterman, Neal. Unwind. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2007. Print.
The Second Civil War was fought over reproductive rights. The chilling
resolution: Life is inviolable from the moment of conception until age
thirteen. Between the ages of thirteen and eighteen, however, parents can

have their child "unwound," whereby all of the child's organs are



transplanted into different donors, so life doesn't technically end. Connor is
too difficult for his parents to control. Risa, a ward of the state is not enough
to be kept alive. And Lev is a tithe, a child conceived and raised to be
unwound. Together, they may have a chance to escape and to survive.
(summary from www.goodreads.com)

Ryan, Carrie. The Forest of Hands and Teeth. New York: Delacorte Press, 2009. Print.
In Mary's world there are simple truths. The Sisterhood always knows best.
The Guardians will protect and serve. The Unconsecrated will never relent.
And you must always mind the fence that surrounds the village; the fence
that protects the village from the Forest of Hands and Teeth. But, slowly,
Mary’s truths are failing her. She’s learning things she never wanted to know
about the Sisterhood and its secrets, and the Guardians and their power, and
about the Unconsecrated and their relentlessness. When the fence is
breached and her world is thrown into chaos, she must choose between her
village and her future—between the one she loves and the one who loves her.
And she must face the truth about the Forest of Hands and Teeth. Could there
be life outside a world surrounded in so much death? (summary from
www.goodreads.com)

Fisher, Catherine. Incarceron. New York: Penguin Group, 2007. Print.

“Incarceron -- a futuristic prison, sealed from view, where the descendants of
the original prisoners live in a dark world torn by rivalry and savagery. It is a
terrifying mix of high technology -- a living building which pervades the

novel as an ever-watchful, ever-vengeful character, and a typical medieval



torture chamber -- chains, great halls, dungeons. A young prisoner, Finn, has
haunting visions of an earlier life, and cannot believe he was born here and
has always been here. In the outer world, Claudia, daughter of the Warden of
Incarceron, is trapped in her own form of prison -- a futuristic world
constructed beautifully to look like a past era, an imminent marriage she
dreads. She knows nothing of Incarceron, except that it exists. But there
comes a moment when Finn, inside Incarceron, and Claudia, outside,
simultaneously find a device -- a crystal key, through which they can talk to
each other. And so the plan for Finn's escape is born...” (summary from

www.goodreads.com)



